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Presentation:

• The process for obtaining tree removal permits

• Relevant Code provisions

• The hearing process at Public Works



Why remove a tree?

Tree removal by Public Works (or contractor)

• StreetTreeSF / routine, scheduled maintenance

• Emergency / storm response

• Individual response to 311 Service Requests

(311 / email / Urban Forestry Inspector)

Tree removal by property owner (construction-related)

Tree removal by property owner (non-construction)



Historically, the City only maintained 1/3 of the 
street trees











Website:



SEC. 806.                                                       

PLANTING AND REMOVAL OF STREET TREES.

(a)(2) Removal of Street Trees. 
The Department may not cut down or remove a Street Tree, 
unless 30 days prior to the Removal date, the Department 
notifies all Interested San Francisco organizations and, to the 
extent practical, all owners and occupants of properties that are 
on or across from the block face where the affected Tree is 
located. In addition, 30 days prior to the Removal date, the 
Department shall post a notice on the affected Tree.



Examples of public notices / posting notices



Examples of public notices / posting notices



Tree Removal Notifications / Districts 1-11
sfpublicworks.org/tree-removal-notifications





Tree Removal Notifications / city-wide



Examples of public notices / posting notices



SEC. 806.                                                       

APPEAL of TREE REMOVAL.

(3) (A) Appeal of Tree Removal.
If within 30 days after the giving of Notice for Street Tree 
Removal, as specified in subsection (a)(2), or if within 15 days 
after the giving of notice for Removal of a hazard Street Tree, as 
specified in Subsection (a)(4), any Person files with the 
Department written objections to the Removal, the Director 
shall hold a hearing to consider public testimony concerning the 
proposed Tree Removal. 



SEC. 806.                                                       

APPEAL of TREE REMOVAL.

(3) (A) Appeal of Tree Removal.
Written Notice of the date, time, and place of the hearing shall 
be posted on the affected Tree, provided in a newspaper of 
general circulation, and sent to the objecting party, the owner of 
the property abutting the affected Tree, and all Interested San 
Francisco organizations, not less than seven days prior thereto.



Examples of public notices / posting notices

1st posting:

Removal is 
proposed.

2nd posting:

Hearing 
Announcement



sfpublicworks.org/



Tree removal 
hearings, 
1-2X a month.



SEC. 806.                                                       

APPEAL of TREE REMOVAL.

Appeal of Tree Removal.
(B)   The Director shall issue a written decision and order on the 
objections after the public hearing specified above.

(C)   The Director’s decision shall be final and appealable to the 
Board of Appeals.



SEC. 806.                                                       

REPLACEMENT OF STREET TREES.

(6) Replacement of Street Trees. 
If the Department removes a Street Tree under this subsection 
(a), the Department shall replace the Street Tree at the same 
location within 120 days of its removal, with the following 
exceptions and qualifications.

(A)   If the Department removes a Street Tree and cannot 
replace it in the same location due to accessibility requirements 
or interference with underground utilities, the Department shall 
plant a new Street Tree in a new location as close as reasonably 
possible to the location of the Street Tree that the Department 
removed.





SEC. 806.                                                  

REPLACEMENT OF STREET TREES.

(C)   If the Department is unable to replace a Street Tree within 
120 days of removal, the Department shall record, in a Delayed 
Replacement Tree Report, the Tree’s location, the reason for 
delay, and the date the Department projects replacement will 
take place. 

The Department shall promptly plant Trees listed in the Delayed 
Replacement Tree Report as resources are available or 
constraints are resolved and shall compile and track the average 
length of time that Trees remain on the Delayed Replacement 
Tree Report..



SEC. 806. Planting and Removal by Persons Other 

Than the Department.

(1)   Planting and Removal Permits. It shall be unlawful for any 
person to plant or to remove any Street Tree without a valid 
permit for such work issued by the Department. 

…All work associated with a Street Tree permit must be 
completed within six months of issuance, unless an extension 
has been granted by the Department.



Examples of public notices / posting notices



Examples of public notices / posting notices



SEC. 806. Planting and Removal by Persons Other 

Than the Department..

(3)   Removal.
(A)   An abutting property owner who desires a permit to 

remove a Street Tree shall apply to the Department on the 
designated form. 

The Department may grant or deny the permit in accordance 
with the following procedures and requirements. If the 
Department grants a Tree removal permit, it shall require that a 
Street Tree or Trees of equivalent replacement value to the one 
removed be planted in the place of the removed Tree or impose 
an in-lieu fee unless it makes written findings detailing the basis 
for waiving or modifying this requirement.



SEC. 806. Planting and Removal by Persons Other 

Than the Department.

(3)   Removal.
(A) (i)   Where an abutting property owner removed a 

Street Tree or Trees without obtaining a permit, the Department 
shall require that the property owner plant a replacement 
Street Tree or Trees with total diameter six-inches above ground 
that is equal to or greater than the total diameter of the Street 
Tree or Trees that were removed without a permit.



Examples of public notices / posting notices



SEC. 806.

ADMINISTRATIVE PENALITIES

(c)   Administrative Penalties.
(1)   In addition to the penalties set forth in subsections (a) 

and (b) above, the Director may require any person who 
removes, or destroys a Tree in violation of the provisions of this 
Article 16 to pay, for each Tree removed or destroyed, a sum of 
$10,000 or the Tree’s Replacement value, whichever is greater.

The Director may require any person who injures a Tree in 
violation of the provisions of this Article 16 to pay a sum of 
money equal to the diminishment of the Tree’s value as set 
forth in the current edition of the Guide for Plant Appraisal 
(Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers).



SEC. 806.

Required Street Trees for Development Projects.

(d)   Required Street Trees for Development Projects. The Director shall require 

Street Trees for the development projects as set forth in this Subsection (d).

(1)   Applicability. This Subsection shall apply to development projects that 

involve any of the following:

(A)   the construction of a new building;

(B)   the addition of a dwelling unit;

(C)   the addition of a new curb-cut;

(D)   the addition of a garage; and/or

(E)   a net addition to an existing building of 500 gross square feet or more.





Significant Tree(s)

(a) Definition. . . a significant tree shall be a tree: 

(1) on property under the jurisdiction of the Department of 

Public Works or 

(2) on privately owned-property with any portion of its trunk 

within 10 feet of the public right-of-way,



Significant Tree(s)

…and (3) that satisfies at least one of the following criteria:

(a) a diameter at breast height (DBH) in excess of twelve 

(12) inches, 

(b) a height in excess of twenty (20) feet, or 

(c) a canopy in excess of fifteen (15) feet. 





Why remove a tree?

Tree removal by Public Works (or contractor)

• StreetTreeSF / routine, scheduled maintenance

• Emergency / storm response

• Individual response to 311 Service Requests

(311 / email / Urban Forestry Inspector)

Tree removal by property owner (construction-related)

Tree removal by property owner (non-construction)


